INTRODUCTION
Marsupial frogs of the genus Gnstwtlieca are highly di- verse in the Andes, especially in Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru, where 31 species have been recorded; 14 of these species have been reported from Peru (Duellman, 1987;  Duellman and Fritts, 1972; Duellman and Trueb, 1988; Duellman and Wild, 1993; Trueb and Duellman, 1978 (Lehr, 2001; Lehr et al. 2001 Lehr et al. , 2002 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The 16 morphological measurements and 25 external descriptive characters are those used by Duellman and Pyles (1980) , Duellman and Hillis (1987) , and Duellman and Trueb (1988) . All measurements are in mm; snout-vent length is abbreviated SVL. Museum codes are those of Leviton et al. (1985) Smithe (1975 Smithe ( , 1981 Cranial osteology: By lifting the skin covering the right posterolateral part of the skull, it was possible to determine the association of the frontoparietal and squamosal. The squamosal lacks a medial flange and is not in contact with the otic flange of the frontoparietal. This condition is like that described for Gnstrotliecn lateonota by Duellman and Trueb (1988) and differs from that in G. montkola, Ln which a median flange of the squamosal is in broad contact with the otic flange of the frontoparietal (Fig. 5) Duellman and Trueb (1988 (Gosner, 1960) ; these stages are equivalent to Stages 16-18 described for Gastrotheca riobambae by del Pino and Escobar (1981) . The number and size of eggs indicate that the eggs of Gastrotheca stictopleura hatch into tadpoles that complete their development in ponds (Fig. 6) . Gastrotheca lateonota and G. monticola also produce eggs that hatch as tadpoles. Eleven brooding females of G. lateonota contained 66-152 (x = 103.1 ± 27.6) eggs in developmental Stages 31-35 (Gosner, 1960) having diameters of 5.3-7.3 (x = 6.4 ± 0.66) mm. Four brooding females of G. moiiticola contained 66-186 (x = 129.5 ± 57.3) eggs having diameters of 3.6^.9 (x = 4.4 ± 0.57) rmn. The number of eggs brooded by females of species having direct development is much smaller (Fig. 6 ).
Distribution and ecology. -Gastrotheca stictopleura is known only from the immediate vicinity of Chaglla, Departamento Huanuco, Peru (Fig. 7) 
